
During our surveys there have been many favourable 
comments about Martlesham and the area we live in.  
The plan reflects these views in seeking to retain and 
protect that which is good and trying to improve that 
which is not quite so good.

This document will help you understand the 
Martlesham Neighbourhood Plan and respond with 
any comments you may have.

Martlesham Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Plan

Overview of Pre-Submission Consultation Document

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THIS DOCUMENT AND 
MAKE KNOWN YOUR COMMENTS BEFORE EXPIRY OF THE 
CONSULTATION PERIOD
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CONSULTATION ARRANGEMENTS

THE CONSULTATION PERIOD RUNS FROM 14TH NOVEMBER 2016 TO 31ST JANUARY 2017

Following extensive research and consultations, by a working group of volunteers and 
Parish Councillors, with residents, businesses and major landowners the team has 
identified the policies needed to guide future developments in Martlesham. These now 
need to be scrutinised by the community to make sure they are what we need.

Please spare the time to read the attached summary of the Martlesham Neighbourhood Plan (MNP) – 
your input is important – are you happy that the contents represents your view and the reasoning behind 
the decision and can be forwarded to Suffolk Coastal District Council for examination and ultimately to 
referendum – when we will then need over 50% agreement from those who vote for the MNP to become a 
working policy document. All comments will be logged and discussed by the Project Plan Team.  Records 
will be kept to confirm amendments and reasoning behind decision if not actioned. Positive feedback will 
be as important as adverse comments.

Throughout the consultation period the team will be undertaking further activities to enable every 
voice to be heard.  Public displays and drop in sessions already arranged, to which you are invited are:
• Tuesday 6th December Martlesham Primary Academy (Beacon Hill)  4.00 pm– 7.00pm
• Monday 12th December Parish Room (Community Centre Felixstowe Road)  4.00pm -7.00pm
• Thursday 15th December Church Centre (Martlesham Heath) 4.30pm – 7.30pm
• Monday 30th January 2017 – Parish Room (Community Centre Felixstowe Road) 4.00pm – 7.00pm

If you or someone you know cannot attend and would like someone to discuss the plan with or you would 
like a team member to attend a meeting of a group please leave a message at the parish council office 
01473 612632.

Comments can be sent by e-mail to: martlesham2028@gmx.co.uk 

Written comments (see response box on page 15) can also be left at:
McColls, The Square.
Black Tiles Post Office.
Falcon Lodge Reception.
The Parish Room Community Centre, Felixstowe Road.

This summary does not give full details, you are recommended to view the full document at 
http://martleshamnp.onesuffolk.net/

Printed reference copies of the MNP can be viewed at the Parish Office and the Runway Café St Michael’s 
Church Annex.

If you need a printed copy please leave a message at the parish council office 
(Community Centre Felixstowe Road) 01473 612632.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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PURPOSE OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision 
for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area. 
They are able to choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built and 
have their say on what those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure 
should be provided. The purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan is ultimately to guide 
development within the parish and provide guidance to any interested parties 
wishing to submit planning applications for development within the designated 
Neighbourhood Area.

 
The plan covers the parish of Martlesham excluding the land to the south and east of Adastral Park, which 
the district council insisted was excluded and Martlesham North where the residents preferred to be part 
of the Woodbridge Neighbourhood Plan.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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The vision for Martlesham

As Martlesham evolves and grows it will preserve the best of what already exists and harmoniously 
incorporate the new with the result that the whole will be better than the sum of its parts. 

Build on its strengths as a 
welcoming, safe and peaceful 
place to live with a strong 
sense of community with a 
thriving society of neighbours, 
groups and organisations 
providing support and facilities 
for all residents.

It will be a community which will: 
1. contain a variety of well-designed housing types 

for sale or rent to meet the needs of residents 
of all ages, whether employed or retired, and 
suiting varied domestic circumstances 

2. provide a modern infrastructure and diverse, 
adaptable accommodation to encourage the 
creation and success of businesses of all sizes 
including high tech and skilled jobs, with low 
rental starter units available to encourage local 
people to start businesses here 

3. respect and protect the natural environment and 
the open spaces between the built up areas 

4. contain a diverse range of residential, 
community, leisure, employment and retail 
areas, linked by safe walking, cycling and public 
transport links, with these links extending to the 
nearby open countryside and beyond. 

?
Did you Know – History of Martlesham
• Funeral monuments from the late stone age to the late bronze age are present in Martlesham
• It is believed there was Roman settlement at Martlesham near Mill Farm
• Martlesham has been on the map since 1066 when a manor was recorded
• 29 people were recorded in the parish in 1086
• By 1901 this had risen to 106 houses with 459 inhabitants. 
• New housing developments have continued since this time including the ‘Black Tiles’ area, 

Deben Avenue, Falcon Park, Viking Heights, Seckford Heights, Crown Close, Mill Heath and 
infilling following the building of the bypass.

• In 1917, the Experimental Aircraft Flight of the Central Flying School was transferred to the 
heathland at Martlesham 

• At the outbreak of the Second World War, Martlesham took on a new role as a base for fighter 
squadrons defending Britain

• The airfield was closed in the early 1960s. Valuable buildings and artefacts survive from this 
period.

• In 1968, the Post Office purchased part of the airfield and surrounding farmland and announced 
that they would be relocating their research department to Martlesham Heath

• In 1972 a proposal was presented by Bradford Property Trust to the Planning Department of the 
local council to develop a ‘New Village’ of Martlesham Heath which is an internationally admired 
example of town planning
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROCESS

The process of producing a plan has sought to involve the community as widely as 
possible and the different topic areas are reflective of matters that are of considerable 
importance to Martlesham, its residents, businesses and community groups. It 
has therefore given the community the opportunity to guide development within 
their neighbourhood. Following amendments made to this plan as a result of this 
consultation the plan will be subject to an independent examination and a final 
referendum to guarantee it represents the wishes of the community.

The general approach to planning is in the first three of our policies :-

POLICY MAR1: MARTLESHAM PHYSICAL LIMITS BOUNDARIES (Refer to map on page 6) 
Within the Neighbourhood Plan area, the development of Martlesham Heath and Martlesham Village shall 
be focused within the physical limits boundary shown on the proposals map.

POLICY MAR2: AREAS TO BE PROTECTED FROM DEVELOPMENT (Refer to map on page 6)
Development will normally be permitted where it would not materially detract from sites, gaps, gardens 
and spaces which make an important contribution in their undeveloped form to the setting or character of 
the surrounding landscape or townscape.

POLICY MAR3: DEVELOPMENT WITHIN MARTLESHAM HEATH
Any developments which are allowed by MAR2 must respect the character of the immediate surroundings.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan

 KEY FACTS

Population
2011 Census figures 
• Population stood at 5,478. 
• Low proportion of young people (under-16s represent 16% of the population) 
• Very high proportion of 45-64-year-olds (33%) and, to a lesser degree, a high proportion of 

retirees (24%).
• The population is well educated, with 54% having qualifications to at least the equivalent of 

A-level and 33.5% having degree level or equivalent qualifications. 
• As regards health 82.9% reported themselves to be in good or very good health, while 2.5% are 

long term sick or disabled.
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 KEY FACTS

Housing – Key Facts
2011 Census figures 
• A high level of owner occupation in the Neighbourhood Plan area (51.1% owned outright plus 

30.3% mortgaged) and 
• A predominance of detached (52.2%) and semi-detached properties (18.2%). 
• 65.6% of properties have three or more bedrooms
• 84.3% have more bedrooms than the family size requires.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

HOUSING

Strengths to be protected:
1. Modern village aspects of Martlesham Heath
2. Attractive low density housing areas

Weaknesses to be addressed:
1. Lack of smaller starter properties
2. Lack of properties suitable for downsizing
3. When sold bungalows are frequently converted to family houses thus depleting the stock of housing 
 suitable for older residents
4. Lack of properties with tenures other than 100% owner occupation 
5. Lack of sheltered accommodation
6. Conflicts caused by on street parking
7.   Inadequate broadband

What we are proposing...

POLICY MAR4: RESIDENTIAL DESIGN AND AMENITY 
Proposals for residential development will be expected to demonstrate good quality design. (Good quality 
design is defined in the full plan)

POLICY MAR5: RESIDENTIAL MIX
To address the identified need for smaller properties in Martlesham, residential developments should 
provide a mix of dwelling sizes (market and affordable) that meet the requirements of Suffolk Coastal 
Core Strategy Strategic Policy SP3. 

This housing mix should also seek to provide the significant majority of the two- and three-bed properties 
to address the following needs:
• 2-bed bungalows
• 3 bed bungalows
• 2 bed flats
• Sheltered accommodation

POLICY MAR6: RESIDENTIAL BOATS
Proposals will be expected to demonstrate that they will not have a detrimental impact on the natural 
environment; and areas of mixed moorings will retain their open feel and maintain wide views across the 
Deben Estuary.

POLICY MAR16: PARKING STANDARDS 
For new developments the minimum vehicle and cycle parking standards contained in the Suffolk Advisory 
Parking Guidance, or any subsequent document, shall apply for the provision of off-road and cycle 
parking. This is in order to minimise obstruction of the local road network in the interests of the safety of 
all road users, including pedestrians, and to provide adequate parking for cyclists.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan



8

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Strengths to be protected:
1. Wide range of popular well managed facilities
2. Geographical dispersion of facilities

Weaknesses to be addressed:
1. Small GP surgery putting pressure on health services
2. Lack of sports facilities for all age groups
3. Lack of facilities for younger people
4 Lack of indoor facilities

What we are proposing...

POLICY MAR9: EXISTING COMMUNITY AND LEISURE USES 
Proposals that would result in the loss of community and leisure facilities will only be permitted if 
alternative and equivalent facilities are provided. 

POLICY MAR10: PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL LEISURE USES 
Proposals to provide new leisure facilities to serve the communities of Martlesham Heath and 
Martlesham Village will be strongly supported. These proposals must be of a scale commensurate with 
the site and its surroundings, particularly in terms of the built form, traffic generation and parking.

POLICY MAR11: PROVISION OF CHILDREN’S PLAY AND YOUTH FACILITIES 
The provision of new or improved play and youth facilities, including local and neighbourhood 
equipped areas for play, multi-use games areas, skateboard facilities and kickabout areas to serve the 
communities of Martlesham Heath and Martlesham Village will be strongly supported. Such facilities 
should be designed to be capable of being used by disabled users.

POLICY MAR12: ALLOTMENTS AND COMMUNITY GROWING SPACES 
The provision of allotments and community growing spaces will be strongly supported. 

POLICY MAR13: LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES OF CHARACTER 
Planning permission will not be granted for development that would result in the loss of either listed 
buildings, or the buildings or structures of character set out in Appendix 1 of the Plan.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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OPEN SPACES AND FOOTPATHS

Strengths to be protected:
1. Green spaces within and between built up areas
2. Access to footpath network and open areas for informal recreation

Weaknesses to be addressed: 
1. Population pressures placing excessive strain on these facilities
2. Population pressures on natural flora and fauna
3. Population pressure on agricultural activities
4.   Increased pressure on Western Corridor SSSI from growth of Grange Farm and potential                                          
 further development to the south of Grange farm

What we are proposing...

POLICY MAR7: LOCAL GAPS
In respect of the gaps between Martlesham Heath or Martlesham Village and any neighbouring 
settlement, development proposals are expected to demonstrate that they maintain the open character of 
the land; and do not significantly reduce the gap either individually or cumulatively.

POLICY MAR8: SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREAS 
The valleys and tributaries of the River Deben, are designated as a Special Landscape Area. Development 
proposals must ensure that no development will take place which would intrude upon or be to the 
detriment of, or detract from, the special landscape quality.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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GETTING AROUND

Strengths 
1. Access to trunk road network
2. Generally good bus services to Ipswich and east Suffolk
3. High rate of use of bicycles

Weaknesses
1. Day-to-day activities of the population often involve crossing the busy A12 which splits the 
 Neighbourhood Plan area
2. Conflict is created between pedestrians, users of mobility aids and cyclists when using A12 footbridges 
 and underpasses
3. Congestion and dangers to pedestrians (including those with disabilities and children) and cyclists 
 caused by shoppers in the retail park using private cars.
4. Divided ownership of the retail park prevents coordinated measures being taken to address 
 weaknesses such as customers using cars to move within the retail park and safe routes for 
 pedestrians, wheelchair users, etc
5. Safe and timely access onto the A12 is often difficult for cars.
6. Lack of safe separated facilities for pedestrians and cyclists, beyond Martlesham to Woodbridge.
7    Dependence on private cars, including young people relying on lifts

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

What we are proposing...

POLICY MAR14: CYCLING, WALKING AND DISABILITY ACCESS ROUTES 
Development proposals to improve cycling and walking will be supported. In particular, provision of 
cycle and pedestrian routes that are physically separated from vehicular traffic and from one another 
will be strongly supported. Such routes should ensure that access by disabled users is secured.Such 
proposals should seek to ensure, where possible, that they link up with existing cycling and walking 
networks and contribute to the formation of a more comprehensive integrated network across the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Proposals to address the following priority routes will be strongly supported:
• additional crossings of the A12 road;
• access to Kesgrave High School;
• access to Woodbridge that obviates the need to travel along Sandy Lane.

Where pedestrian and cycle provision is not addressed by dedicated provision of crossings, improvements 
to existing crossing points such as at Eagle Way will be supported. This includes provision of dropped 
kerbs for disability access.

Development proposals will be expected to ensure that safe and reasonable access is provided for cyclists 
and pedestrians (including disabled users) from the development site onto the existing cycling and 
walking network.

POLICY MAR15: CYCLING, WALKING AND DISABILITY ACCESS IN MARTLESHAM HEATH RETAIL PARK 
Development proposals both within and to the Martlesham Heath Retail Park will be required to 
demonstrate how they will ensure easy and safe access for pedestrians, cyclists and disabled users. 
In particular this includes the provision of sufficient dedicated road crossing points for pedestrians, 
including disabled access.

POLICY MAR17: PARKING PROVISION AT MARTLESHAM HEATH RETAIL PARK AND BUSINESS PARK
Development proposals for additional Class-A retail or space (either new stores or expansion to existing 
stores) at the Martlesham Heath Retail Park must demonstrate that sufficient provision will be made for 
customer and staff parking.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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INDUSTRIAL AREAS

Strengths to be protected:
1. Facilities for a wide range of business types, sizes and for all stages in their life cycle
2. Generally clean, non-polluting, and ‘good neighbour’ business types 

Weaknesses to be addressed:
1. Inadequate car parking
2. Inadequate signage
3. Proximity of Sandy Lane area to sensitive landscapes
4. Excessive traffic on Sandy Lane
5. Inadequate broadband provision

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan

 KEY FACTS

Employment
Our survey found details of 
• 148 businesses 
• 20 different types of business
• In total 3,227 employees were counted in businesses ranging from employers of more than 500 

people (two employers) to 55 undertakings employing 5 or fewer people. 
• Taken together with the estimated 3,500 employees with the BT complex, the Parish contains 

employment for around 7,000 people.
• Plus an unknown number of self employed working from home
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND PROPOSALS

What we are proposing...

POLICY MAR17: PARKING PROVISION AT MARTLESHAM HEATH RETAIL PARK AND BUSINESS PARK 
Development proposals for additional employment space at the Martlesham Heath Business Park must 
demonstrate that sufficient provision will be made for customer and staff parking. 

At Martlesham Heath Business Park, development proposals are expected to meet the following criteria:
• where a proposed business use will create a need for off-road trailer parking areas, it must be ensured 

that these are adequately provided for; and
• adequate provision must be made for vehicular turning by HGVs; 
 and if Class-B8 (warehousing) development is proposed, the application must demonstrate where 

arriving HGVs will park and how they will be managed so they do not have a detrimental impact on 
traffic flow.

POLICY MAR18: GENERAL EMPLOYMENT AREAS  (see map on page 6)
Unless otherwise stated in the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan, on the General Employment Areas shown on 
the Proposals Map, planning permission will normally be granted for Classes B1 (light industrial), B2 
(general industrial) and B8 (warehousing) development.  

The change of use of existing Class B2 and Class B8 floorspace to retail uses (Classes A1-A3) will be 
resisted. Such changes of use will only be permitted if it can be demonstrated that: the employment 
premises or land in question has not been in active use for at least 12 months; and the employment 
premises or land in question has no potential for either reoccupation or redevelopment for employment 
generating uses, as demonstrated through the results both of a full viability report and a marketing 
campaign lasting for a continuous period of at least 12 months.

POLICY MAR19: SANDY LANE, MARTLESHAM
Proposals for the employment re-use of the site and buildings in Sandy Lane, Martlesham, as shown 
on the Proposals Map, will be considered against criteria relating to the control of new buildings to 
be in keeping with the area of outstanding natural beauty, appropriate types of business, landscaping, 
restoration of land, and traffic controls.

POLICY MAR20: HIGH SPEED BROADBAND
All new residential, commercial and community properties within the Neighbourhood Plan area should 
be served by a superfast broadband (fibre-optic) connection. The only exception will be where it can be 
demonstrated, through consultation with Next Generation Access (NGA) Network providers, that this 
would not be either possible, practical or economically viable. In such circumstances sufficient and 
suitable ducting should be provided within the site and to the property to facilitate ease of installation at a 
future date on an open access basis.

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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Matters outside the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan

The future for Martlesham is dependent on developments within the parish, but also 
outside the neighbourhood plan area. The population is planned to substantially 
increase over the next 15-20 years with the building of 2,000 homes on land to 
the south and east Adastral Park. There will also be a high-tech business park 
on the land. The community has been promised input into the masterplan for the 
development.

It must also be recognised that the planning mechanism cannot deliver the full vision for Martlesham; it is 
either beyond the scope of planning laws or requires remedial action to deal with existing shortcomings.

The issues outside the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan which have arisen in the course of 
consultations are:
1. Range of housing, more smaller and supported living properties needed
2. Pollution – especially noise, light and air pollution from A12
3. Road inadequacies 
4. Safe pedestrian and cycling routes 
5. Travel within Martlesham Heath Retail Park
6. Disputes and problems with street parking in residential areas
7. Conversions of gardens to impermeable driveways
8. Travel within Martlesham 
9. Travel outside Martlesham
10. Traffic, parking and transport 
11. Inadequate telecoms
12. Inadequate skills training
13. Uncoordinated retail experience
14. Play Equipment Standards
15. Play Equipment Range
16. Play Equipment Ancillary facilities
17. Sports Provision upgrading and new facilities needed
18. Underuse of existing sports provision
19. Healthy Lifestyle should be encouraged
20. Replacement village hall at Top Street
21. More comprehensive surgery facilities needed
22. Management of dogs
23. Integration of residents of newly developed areas into social and community groups

OUT OF SCOPE

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan
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Your feedback and comments will be important for the 
future of Martlesham

Your comments can be sent by e-mail to: martlesham2028@gmx.co.uk

Or alternatively please complete below and place in collection boxes available at:-
McColls, The Square.         Black Tiles Post Office.
Falcon Lodge reception.  Parish Office, Felixstowe Road.

  

FEEDBACK

Martlesham Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan

Surname: ................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

Address ...................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................  

.................................................................................................................................................................

Company (If relevant) ..............................................................................................................................

Are you content that the draft NP should be presented 

for examination at the end of the consultation period.                  YES  /  NO   

If no – what amendments would you like to see?

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................
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